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Landscape Report      

 

1 Introduction 

 
The objective of this report is to describe the existing landscape, context and the proposed 

landscape and external works as part of the proposed residential development at Carrickmines 

Great, Glenamuck Road South, Dublin 18. This report should be read in conjunction with 

documents issued and included in this submission by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects, 

O’Mahony Pike Architects, John Spain Associates, Waterman Moylan, Arborists Associates, 

McElligott Consulting Engineers and Enviroguide. 

 

Dermot Foley Landscape Architects visited the site in December 2021, in order to observe 

conditions on site, such as existing vegetation, conditions under foot, boundaries, surrounding 

context and other items which have a bearing on the design process. 

 

Arborists Associates were commissioned to carry out a Tree Survey and Arboricultural Impact 

Assessment in compliance with BS 5837:2012. These documents are included separately as part 

of this submission.  

 

The following additional documents have been issued by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects as 

part of this submission: 

 

No. Scale Size Title 

 

2001 1:500 A1 Landscape Plan 

2002 1:500 A1 Proposed Boundary Treatment Plan 

2110 1:200 A2 Detail Area – 01 

2111 1:200 A2 Detail Area – 02 

2400 1:50 A1 Landscape Sections 

2500 1:20 A1 Typical Landscape Details



DERMOT FOLEY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS   

 3/29

2 Landscape Appraisal 

 

2.1 General 

The subject site is located to the east of the Cairnbrook housing and northeast of Rockville Drive. 

The site is grassed and currently grazed by horses. There is a fall across the site from South to 

North of approximately 8-10 meters.  The Dublin mountains are visible with panoramic views from 

the site. 

 

 

Figure 1: Existing scrub on site. 

 

 
Figure 2: Existing carriageway outside the eastern boundary of the site.  
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Figure 3: View of the Dublin Mountains looking south from the site.  

 

 

2.2 Existing Boundaries 

The site boundaries vary. The northern boundary of the site is formed by a timber fence to two 

existing residential properties, with a couple of existing sheds further north that are proposed to be 

demolished. The eastern boundary comprises an alignment of hedgerow and scrub vegetation of 

varying width. The south-western boundary also comprises hedgerow and scrub vegetation. There 

is a broader area of scrub and mixed trees, including willow birch and ash at the western boundary 

close to the end of the cul-de-sac at Cairnbrook, and the remainder of the western boundary 

comprises a hedgerow with mixed tree species such as poplar and birch and a coniferous hedge. 

 

 
Figure 4: Existing timber fence along the northern boundary.  
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Figure 5: Existing vegetation at the eastern boundary seen from outside the site, looking north. 

 

 

Figure 6: Existing vegetation at the western boundary.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



DERMOT FOLEY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS   

 6/29

3 Landscape Strategy 

 

3.1 General 

The proposed site plan allows for a generous provision of public open space to the southeast and at the 

centre of the site. The proposed central open space is configured to allow full continuity with the existing 

open space at Cairnbrook, thereby taking advantage of the maximum visual link from east to west 

through the centre of the site. The open space to the east of apartment blocks is accessible via a shared 

surface home zone to the north and a small plaza area between proposed apartment blocks situated to 

the west of the public open space. Spaces are designed in such a way as to make them visible, 

identifiable, and easily accessible for residents. Several new greenway routes have been proposed as 

part of a site-wide pedestrian and cyclist connectivity strategy. They serve as an enhancement of the 

existing green infrastructure network and form part of the overall site strategy for green infrastructure. 

Regard is also had to the objectives and aims of Chapter 8 (Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity) of the 

DLR County Development Plan 2022-2028 (in particular the retention of hedgerows: Policy Objective 

GIB25: Hedgerows), and Appendix 14 (Green Infrastructure Strategy.)  

 

The main objectives of the overall landscape strategy are:  

1. Integration of the scheme within the wider context; 

2. To create a distinct spatial character at the entrance to the site, thereby enhancing the 

identity of the development and the sense of place; 

3. Provision for a safe and accessible environment, integrating proposed roads, pedestrian 

routes, parking, and defensible space within the overall strategy; 

4. To retain and enhance existing vegetation/habitat where possible; 

5. To facilitate, where required, the taking-in-charge of the public open space by the local 

authority; 

6. To retain and protect the existing hedgerow to the east of the site with an additional buffer 

of a pollinator verge.  

7. To propose replacement planting with native tree species where possible and exotic tree 

species where practicable. 

 

3.2 Trees and Spatial Character 

The Tree Survey and Arboricultural Impact Assessment and associated drawings, prepared by 

Arborists Associates are included separately in this submission. All trees on site have been 

surveyed in accordance with BS 5837:2012. 190 no. new trees are proposed to replace any 

existing trees of low arboricultural value and to improve the species mix and proportion of native 

species. 

 



DERMOT FOLEY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS   

 7/29

BS 5837:2012 calls for a realistic assessment of the viability of retaining trees in the context of the 

proposed development. The British Standard has been used to rigorously assess the stock of 

existing trees and to make recommendations that are realistic and represent a fair assessment of 

the quality and long-term viability of the trees on site. Proposed levels have been set to minimise 

impact within the Root Protection Area (RPA) of existing trees and hedgerows proposed to be 

retained. A significant portion of the existing trees along with hedgerows on site has been retained 

as part of the overall site design and in relation to item 12.8.11 Existing Trees and Hedgerows in 

Chapter 12 of the DLR County Development Plan 2022-2028.  

 

Three categories of trees have been proposed to provide three distinct spatial characters. The first 

category includes willows and alders to provide a naturalistic spatial character generally located at 

the lowest point of the site. The second category is that of the exotic flowering species proximate to 

buildings and parking, including Amelanchiers and ornamental cherries. The third is the use of the 

common oak as a specimen tree where there is sufficient space. 

 

 
Figure 7: View of the boardwalk from the existing tree group retained; prepared by Modelworks.   
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3.3 Diverse Range of Open Space 

 

The main open space is located at the east and south-east part of the site, benefitting from passive 

surveillance and enclosure formed by the proposed apartment blocks. The location of the main 

open space here allows for the maximum retention of the vegetation to the eastern boundary as 

well as the provision of verges with pollinator species. The main open space includes natural play 

equipment, local mounding, and a large central lawn area. 

 

The network of open space is directly connected to the west of the development site with an open 

boundary to Cairnbrook forming an extended and cohesive overall provision of open space. It is 

important to note that while the proposed open space ties into the existing Cairnbrook open space, 

the proposed development does not rely on the Cairnbrook open space to account for the required 

open space quantum. 

There are a number of incidental open spaces proposed within the scheme. Typically, these areas 

consist of native tree planting with an understorey of grass seeding which can be left unmown, with 

‘cues for care’ or mowing strips at edges. 

 

Please refer to Section 4.1 of this document for further description of each of the different proposed 

open space character areas on site. The proposed different open spaces are substantially in 

compliance with Table 9.1 Hierarchy of Open Spaces in Chapter 9 and Policy Objective OSR4: 

Public Open Space Standards of the DLR County Development Plan 2022-2028. 

 

3.4  Play 

 

A range of low-impact, natural play equipment is proposed within the open spaces, with 

appropriate seating incorporated. The proposals for play are based on principles set out in Ready 

Steady Play, A National Play Policy and Policy Objective OSR13 Play Facilities, and Nature Based 

Play in the DLR County Development Plan 2022-2028 to promote structured as well as 

unstructured accessible play facilities. The main public open space is a ‘play landscape’ with a 

kick-about area, mounds, seating, and formal play equipment specific to the site. The space is 

designed as adventurous, semi-natural, and informal. The play equipment is not fenced off but is 

equipped with an impact absorbing surface where required for fall heights and is designed and 

manufactured in accordance with standards EN 1176 and EN 1177. The public open space is fully 

accessible and passively overlooked from adjacent residential units. Please refer to drawing 2110 

for further information on play proposals including play equipment types, location, and reference 

images of each play equipment proposed. 
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Figure 8: Reference image of the informal natural play character. Image from Knockrabo residential development in 
Goatstown, Dublin by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects.  

  
Figure 9: Examples of natural play equipment proposed. 
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3.5  Proposed Boundaries 

 

Drawing 2002 Proposed Boundary Treatment Plan, prepared by Dermot Foley Landscape 

Architects, includes the proposed boundaries, details of which, where required can be found on 

Drawing 2500 Typical Landscape Details. 

 

The proposed eastern boundary of the site comprises the existing hedgerow retained. A pollinator 

verge is proposed to be offset from the hedgerow where possible at a varied width of two to four 

meters. The proposed rear gardens to the south-west of the site incorporate the existing hedgerow 

with the proposed infill planting of hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). A concrete post and timber 

panel fence is proposed for the rear of the proposed residential units to the north of the site and 

two residential units to the west of the site. Short segments of the open boundary are proposed to 

enable the new development to tie in with adjacent lands, at Cairnbrook. A new 1.8m tall block wall 

and a 1.8m tall railing are proposed to the northeast of the site, running along the pedestrian and 

cycle links at the linear greenway. The remaining boundaries are proposed to be retained in their 

existing condition. 
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4 Open Space Quantum 

 
The proposal achieves a public open space of 4600 sqm, communal open space of 700 sqm, and 

environmental / ecology links taking over 2100 sqm, as shown in Fig. 10 below. The proposed 

development complies with the open space quantum set out in Table 12.8 and Table 12.9 in Chapter 12 

of the DLR County Development Plan 2022-2028. 

 

 
Figure 10: Illustration of the extent and distribution of different character areas within the proposed open space. 
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4.1 Public Open Space 

 

The public open space strategy is formed by a series of character areas (see below) proposed in 

key locations within the site. Refer to Figure 10 for key plan: 

 

1. Recreational lawn 

2. Biodiversity boardwalk 

3. Landscape park 

4. Linear greenway 

 

4.1.1 Recreational lawn 

 

The recreational lawn is a linear open space along the entrance road to the west of the site. It is 

located over the attenuation area and this area is not proposed to be Taken-In-Charge. The 

location ensures that the space is activated and used to its maximum potential. The landscape 

elements are arranged in such a way as to utilize as much of the space as possible. A central cut 

lawn area is framed by trees and groundcover and herbaceous planting. Circulation is located on 

the periphery with the main shared route through the development situated to the south of the open 

space. The open lawn has a shallow gradient running across from south to north to ensure the 

pleasant character and optimum usability of the proposed public open space. The space 

encourages both passive and active forms of recreation and due to its size and form can host team 

activities such as kick-about. 

 

 
Figure 11: View of the proposed recreational lawn from the site entrance in the west; prepared by Modelworks  
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4.1.2 Biodiversity boardwalk 

 

The space is created by retaining and utilizing the existing ecological buffer. It’s intended to re-use 

some of the existing wetland topsoil around the proposed pond. The large existing tree group in the 

west forms an essential part of this public open space. The boardwalk crossing through this space 

gives an alternate ecological route connecting to the main pedestrian path. 

The generous deck on the boardwalk overhangs the proposed pond and provides a view. A variety 

of grasses is also proposed with natural stone boulders informally placed around the proposed 

boardwalk to enhance the setting and create a distinct character area.  

 

 
Figure 12: View of the proposed boardwalk and pond; prepared by Modelworks. 

 
Figure 13: Precedent image showing the character of the boardwalk - Jock Marshall Reserve Nature Walk, Australia 
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4.1.3 Landscape Park 

 

The landscape park is regarded as the main public open within the proposed development. 

Located at the southeast of the site and accessible from the main entry plaza to its west and 

directly from the homezone to the north, it forms a generous open space with a range of activities 

between the proposed apartment blocks and the existing hedgerow. The interface of the landscape 

park with the existing hedgerow has been carefully considered to create an ecological zone within 

a grassland verge. As with this verge, there are instances within the landscape park where it is 

intended to re-use some of the topsoil from existing dry grassland as part of the new public open 

space. This bridges a gap between usable public space and the existing site characteristics. There 

are two play mounds proposed in the grassland extending from the formal play area, forming a 

play trail along the main pathway. The open lawn provides a picnic area in several locations near 

the formal grids of proposed Prunus avium trees. 

There is a small entrance plaza located to the west of the landscape park intended to have an 

urban character with a cut-out green pocket. Within this pocket a large specimen tree is planted, 

and a feature bench is included, anchoring the entry. The requirement of the covered bike shed 

has also been catered for in this area.  

The materials proposed for this location are constructed in a way that is sensitively integrated with 

lawn and soft landscape. The hard landscape is often broken up by groundcover planting and 

proposed trees, to soften the impact of the hard surfaces. 

 

 
Figure 14: View of the public open space from the shared surface to the north; prepared by Modelworks. 
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Figure 15: A precedent image of soft landscape and paving at a residential development in Boulogne Billancourt, France; 

 

 
Figure 16: A precedent image of self-binding gravel paths and circular seating at CIDP, Dublin by Dermot Foley 

Landscape Architects  
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4.1.4 Linear greenway 

 

The linear greenway is located along the pedestrian/cycle link in the north. Along this link, the path 

opens to a pocket of cut grass as designated picnic area along the existing hedgerow. The linear 

link consists of two types of paving finishes the formal route with concrete paving bordered by a 

two-metre wide grasscrete zone which allows for the fire tender access route while creating a 

break in proposed hard surfaces for the area. 

 

 
Figure 17: View of the linear greenway from north of site; prepared by Modelworks. 

 
Figure 18: Precedent image showing character of the pedestrian / cycle link - Constitution Avenue, Australia 
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4.2 Communal Open Space 

 

Shared private open spaces for the proposed apartments are located along the edges of Blocks 1 

and 2 facing the landscape park. These spaces are designed to provide a sequence of usable 

spaces for the residents, to ensure an abundance of vegetation, and provide a visual amenity to 

the apartments above. Substantial tree, hedge and groundcover planting are proposed within the 

communal spaces. Selected areas of lawn are also proposed. An arrangement of clipped hedges 

is proposed adjacent to ground floor units to ensure that all private space is separated from 

communal space and public open space. 

 

 

 
Figure 19: Precedent images of the ‘Inhabited woodland’, by Agence Ter in France illustrate the landscape character of 

the communal open spaces. 

 

 



DERMOT FOLEY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS   

 18/29

5 Proposed Planting   

 

Drawing 2001 Landscape Plan, prepared by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects, includes a 

detailed schedule of proposed planting and illustrates the location and extent of mown lawn, 

managed long grass, bulb, low groundcover, hedge, and tree planting. 

 

5.1 Tree planting 

Tree species are selected for longevity, suitability to local soil conditions and microclimate, 

biodiversity (native species), and, where required, suitability for close proximity to residential 

buildings. Individual trees, as well as copses, are proposed in order to compensate for the removal 

of existing trees, improving the species mix and proportion of native species. 

 

  

         
Figure 20: A selection of proposed tree species (clockwise from top left) - Betula pendula (birch), Quercus robur (oak), 

Prunus (cherry), Alnus glutinosa (alder).     
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5.2     Hedge, Groundcover and Bulb Planting 

Low planting is utilised to create and reinforce sub-spaces within the larger landscape; for visual 

screening, defensible space, visual interest, ecological purposes and to guide or direct pedestrian’s 

movement. The low planting is conceived as the subtle layering of greens within the open spaces. 

The planting is layered as follows; lowest - bulb planting, groundcover planting, and highest - 

clipped hedge planting. 

 

 
Figure 21: Example of greenery in streetscape. 

 

 
Figure 22: Hedge planting used to break down the scale of the street, provide privacy and delineate individual units. 
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6 Hard Landscape Materials & Furniture 

 

The selection of hard landscape materials is determined by function but also to provide a cohesive 

palette of materials throughout the site. Proposed materials are scheduled on Drawing 2001 

Landscape Plan, prepared by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects and are chosen for durability, 

but where practical, are proposed to be constructed in a way which is sensitively integrated with 

lawn and soft landscape, in order to minimise the impact of hard landscape surfaces. Primary 

vehicular and pedestrian circulation are proposed as a durable, limited range of neutral materials 

with robust construction. The main vehicular routes are designed to ‘play-down’ the impact of the 

road in the landscape setting. 

 

        
Figure 23: A range of paving details (clockwise from left) – natural stone slabs integrated with soft landscape with self-

binding gravel, self-binding gravel with exposed aggregate concrete surfacing. 

 

   

Figure 24: Integrating paving and soft landscape (from left to right) natural stone in lawn; reinforced grass using ‘Checker 

Block’ concrete modular product. 
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7 Appendix 1: Response letter to DLR Parks Department report on Stage 2 Pre-

application submission. 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

I refer to the response to the pre-planning submission issued by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 
(DLR.) 
 
I outline below in italics our response to the DLR Parks Department report dated 17th January 2022. Please 
refer to the end of this letter for the DLR Parks Department report.  
 
 
2.3 Trees/hedges/ecology 
 

1. Please note that landscape documentation has been revised to address DLR comments, where 
possible. 

2. Please refer to information submitted by other design team members.  
3. Please refer to information submitted by other design team members.  
4. Please refer to information submitted by other design team members.  
5. Please refer to information submitted by other design team members.  
6. Please refer to information submitted by other design team members.  
7. Please refer to DR-2001 for the location specification of the proposed tree planting.  
8. Please refer to DR-2001, which includes a revised arborist’s survey of trees and hedgerows along 

existing boundaries 
9. Please refer to revised documentation illustrating open space proposals and future links to the wider 

context. 
10. Please refer to DR-2400 for landscape sections through public and communal open spaces. 
11. The wayfinding strategy can be addressed prior to commencement.   
12. Please refer to DR-2500 for typical soft landscape build-up and soil depths. Full details of soft 

landscape can be submitted prior to commencement.  
13. Please refer to the Schedule of Proposed Planting on DR-2001, full details for soft landscape can be 

submitted prior to commencement. 
14. Please refer to DR-2500 for typical soft landscape build-up and soil depths. Full details of soft 

landscape and interface with drainage design can be submitted prior to commencement.  
15. Please refer to Section 3.4 of this document for further information on the proposed play rationale. 
16. Please refer to Section 3.4 of this document and DR-2110 for further information on the play 

proposals and equipment types. All proposed play elements have been designed to comply with EN-
1176-1-1 and EN 1177. 

17. Please refer to information submitted by other design team members.  
18. Please refer to information submitted by other design team members.  
19. Please refer to the Legend and Schedule of Proposed Materials on DR-2001, full details for hard 

landscape can be submitted prior to commencement. 
20. A letter confirming appointment of a Landscape consultant can submitted prior to commencement. 

 
2.4 Biodiversity Section 
 

Please refer to Enviroguide Consulting Ecologist’s separate response letter for this section. A range of 
items has been coordinated between ecology, landscape, and the wider design team to ensure their 
feasibility. 
 

3 Landscape Plan and Design Rationale 
 
3 a) i) ‘Inconsistencies’: 
 
It is proposed to retain and enhance a 2-4m wide strip (width varies depending on site constraints) of 
the existing species-rich grassland verge adjacent to the existing hedgerow along the eastern 
boundary of the site in consultation with the project ecologist. 
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     a) ii)  
 
Green roofs are shown within the architectural submission. Specification of the planting for green roofs 
can be addressed prior to commencement.  
 

b) ‘Proximity to Dingle Glen pNHA 
  
Native tree planting species have been specified in consultation with the project ecologist. Full detail of 
the proposed planting species can be submitted prior to commencement in collaboration with the project 
ecologist. 

 
c) i) ‘Planting regime – general’ 
 

The overall planting and maintenance regime includes and will promote pollinator-friendly plant species. 
Existing hedgerows on site are being retained where possible and new pollinator-friendly hedge species 
are proposed along the northern and southern boundaries of the proposed development. 
 
   ii) 
 
The proposed tree planting list includes native Irish species, and these will be sourced from local 
provenance where possible.  
 
 iii) 
 
Current proposals do not entail the use of wildflower seed mixes, but there are two locations onsite where 
it is proposed to re-use existing topsoil from current wet and dry grassland habitats. Please refer to the 
ecologist’s information for further detail on this matter.  

 
4 Lighting Plan 
 
     Please refer to Lighting Plan submitted by other design team members.  
 
5 Green Roofs 
 

i)  
 

Green roofs are shown within the architectural submission. Specification of the planting for green roofs 
can be addressed prior to commencement 
 

 ii) 
 
Detailed green roof planting specification can be addressed prior to commencement in consultation with 
project ecologist.  
 

 
 
 
 
I trust that the above response together with the enclosed drawings and documents is satisfactory. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 

 
Dermot Foley MILI 
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